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FIGURE 13,4   Eruption cloud rises from Soufriere, St. Vincent, on
April 22, 1979.

FIGURE 13.5 Dry tilt measurements being made on St. Vincent in
March 1977, more than 2 yr before the 1979 eruption. Data obtained
from this station helped confirm that the volcano was inflating.

that the volcano was beginning to inflate (see Figure 13.5).
Routine temperature measurements were made in the crater
lake of the volcano during the 1970s, and these gave telltale
indications before April 1979 that the volcano was behaving
anomalously.

When the volcano exploded to life in the early morning hours
of April 12, the 22,000 people living on the slopes of the volcano
did not have to wait for an order to evacuate. Remembering
the story of the disastrous 1902 eruption of Soufriere, St. Vin-
cent, when more than 1500 islanders were killed, people living
on the slopes of the volcano removed themselves quickly and
efficiently from the areas of danger (see Figure 13.6). The
government of St. Vincent enforced a continuation of this evac-
uation throughout the explosive phase of the eruption, while
the volcano obviously posed a hazard.

Only 5 to 7 scientists were working on St. Vincent during
the explosive phase of the eruption, and these people consti-
tuted a single group or team. Most came from the scientific
staff of the Seismic Research Unit of the University of the West
Indies, although the team was augmented occasionally by sci-

entists from the United States and England. This team supplied
a single stream of information to the government of St. Vincent,
via telephone conversations and written communications. This
information was straightforward in content, represented only
one concensus of events at the volcano, and offered a minimum
of speculation as to what might happen.

Especially noteworthy was the way in which civil authorities
on St. Vincent dealt with the journalists who rushed to the
island when the eruption began. Stated simply, the journalists
were absolutely prohibited from entering the danger zone.
Because the hurriedly established volcano observatory was lo-
cated only 9 km from the volcano, well within the area of
evacuation, the journalists were not able to visit the observatory
or to interview scientists in the field. The members of the press
corps received information about the volcano from government
officials in the capital city of Kingstown, who passed along
informaton that had been supplied to them by the scientific
team. To my knowledge, only one journalist insisted on being
allowed to enter the evacuated zone. He had indicated that, if